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REPORT. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (acres)  54,197. 

Population(Census  1921)  8064  ;  Estimated  1925,  8093. 

The  physical  features  of  the  district  consist  of  high 
down  land  with  a  very  shallow  layer  of  soil  overlying 
the  chalk,  intersected  by  valleys  of  rich  meadow  land. 
The  district  is  well  wooded,  but  sparsely  populated,  the 
greater  part  of  the  population  dwelling  in  small  villages 
along  the  valleys,  each  one  being  usually  about  one  mile 
from  the  next. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  1928. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  1990. 

Rateable  value  £69,233.  Sum  represented  by  a 
penny  rate  £288. 


The  Social  Conditions  are  for  the  most  part  rural, 
though  Bemerton  is  more  suburban  in  character,  being 
continuous  with  Salisbury,  and  largely  inhabited  by 
workers  on  the  railwav.  There  are  also  in  the  district 
Whiting  Works  and  a  Brickfield,  but  the  chief  industry  is 
agriculture.  The  culture  of  water  cress  is  an  important 
industry  in  some  parts  of  the  district. 

Vital  Statistics- 


Total 

Births  f  Legitimate  *31 
mnns  \  Illegitimate  6 

Deaths —  98 


Male.  Female. 


68 

63 

)  Birth  Rate 

3 

3 

1  16*92  per  1000. 

)  Death  Rate 

5o 

48 

)  12*10 

One  women  died  in  consequence  of  childbirth. 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  births, 
4379*  Legitimate,  45*80  per  1000.  Illegitimate,  o. 
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Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  o 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  o 

,,  ,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  o 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during 
the  year. 

The  Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief .  £1295  15s.  yd. 

Hospital  Medical  Relief  is  freely  obtained  at  Salisbury 
General  Infirmary,  partly  through  subscribers’  letters  and 
largely  through  subscriptions  to  the  Infirmary  League 
which  intitles  subscribers  who  are  suitable  persons  for 
hospital  treatment  to  treatment  in  the  Salisbury  General 
Infirmary. 

Owing  to  the  existance  of  Public  Medical  Services 
throughout  the  district,  worked  by  the  medical  men  prac¬ 
tising  in  the  district,  there  is  not  a  great  demand  for  Parish 
Medical  Relief.  Poor  Law  Medical  Relief  cases,  127. 

There  have  been  no  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  sick¬ 
ness  or  invalidity  in  the  district,  nor  has  any  special  con¬ 
dition  of  occupation  or  environment  been  noted  to  have 
a  prejudicial  effect  on  health. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Hospitals  provided  or  Subsidized  by  Local  Authority  or  by 

the  County  Council 

1.  Tuberculosis  :  Harnwood  Hospital  and  Winsley 
Sanatorium,  under  the  Wilts  County  Council,  are  avail¬ 
able  for  the  district. 

(2) .  Maternity  :  Beds  are  available  at  Salisbury 
General  Infirmary. 

(3) .  Children :  There  is  no  special  Hospital  for 
children. 

(4)  Fever  :  The  joint  Districts  Isolation  Hospital, 
Salisbury. 

(5)  Small-pox  :  There  is  a  Hospital  at  Salisbury, 
under  the  Wilts  County  Council. 

(6)  Other  :  The  Salisbury  General  Infirmary  is 
available  for  the  district. 

There  is  in  the  area  no  Institutional  Provision  for  un¬ 
married  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  or  homeless  children. 


Ambulance  Facilities:  (a)  For  infectious  cases — An 
Ambulance  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases — One  is  avail¬ 
able  from  the  Salisbury  Fire  Brigade. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres:  There  are  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  available  for  parts  of  the  district  at 
Salisbury  and  Wilton.  There  is  no  Day  Nursery  or 
School  Clinic  in  the  district. 

There  is  a  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Treatment  Centre 
for  Venereal  Diseases,  and  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic  in 
Salisbury  available  for  the  district. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

There  is  a  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is 
also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Wilton  Municipal 
Borough,  Medical  Officer  to  the  Wilton  Poor  Law  Insti¬ 
tution,  Medical  Officer  and  Public  Vaccinator  to  the 
Wilton  District  and  part  of  the  Stapleford  District, 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Post  Office,  Ceitifying  Factory 
Surgeon,  and  Medical  Visitor  in  Lunacy,  and  a  Sanitary 
Inspector  who  is  also  Surveyor  and  holds  San.  Insp. 
Certificate  and  San.  Science  Certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute,  and  Special  Meat  Inspector’s  Certifi¬ 
cate.  He  has  also  been  appointed  as  Meat  Inspector  of  the 
District.  The  Salaries  are  partly  repaid  by  the  Wilts 
County  Council. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home  :  (a)  General — 

There  are  Parish  Nurses  for  Bemerton,  Bishopstone,  the 
Chalkes,  Fovant  and  Dinton.  Burcombe,  Barford  St. 
Martin,  South  Newton,  and  Wishford  are  served  by  two 
nurses  working  together  who  also  attend  to  Wilton. 
Netherhampton  has  the  services  of  a  nurse  from  Harnham. 

These  nurses  are  provided  by  local  Nursing  Associations 
working  in  conjunction  with  the  Wilts  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tion  ;  they  do  the  School  work,  are  recognised  and  sub¬ 
sidised  by  the  Wilts  County  Council  and  by  the  local 
Authority. 
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(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases,  e.g .,  Measles,  etc. — There 
are  no  arrangements. 

Midwives.  The  Parish  Nurses  mentioned  above  are  the 
midwives  subsidised  by  the  Wilts  County  Council  practis¬ 
ing  in  the  area.  There  are  four  other  midwives  practising 
in  parts  of  the  area. 

Chemical  Work.  A  number  of  samples  of  water  were 
taken  during  the  year  throughout  the  district  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  All  reports  were  satisfac¬ 
tory  except  one  from  a  private  well.  This  well  was  after¬ 
wards  improved,  another  sample  was  submitted  and  re¬ 
ported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Legislation  in  Force.  List  of  Local  Acts,  Special  Local 
Orders,  General  Adoptive  Acts  and  Byelaws  relating  to 
the  public  health  in  force  in  the  area. 

The  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act  1890 — 

Adopted  September,  1894. 

Building  Byelaws  for  Parish  of  Bemerton — 

Adopted  October,  1909. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Regulations — 

Adopted  February,  1902. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890 — 

Adopted  June,  1910,  for  Parish  of  Bemerton. 

Byelaws  relating  to  Slaughter  Houses  are  being  pre¬ 
pared. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water.  Bemerton  has  an  ample  and  constant  supply  laid 
on  to  the  houses  from  the  Salisbury  City  Water  Works. 
In  Dinton  there  is  a  small  constant  supply,  belonging  to 
a  private  owner,  laid  on  to  many  of  the  houses.  In  Fovant 
there  is  a  small,  constant,  public  supply,  by  gravitation, 
to  stand  pipes  through  the  village.  Quidhampton  has  a 
small  public  supply  by  means  of  public  pumps. 

The  estimated  number  of  dwelling-houses  having  a 
water  supply  from  these  works  is  520.  The  proportion 
of  the  population  thus  supplied  is  about  27  per  cent. 
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The  supplies  are  derived  from  the  chalk  and  green¬ 
sand,  and  appear  to  be  reasonably  safe  from  contamin¬ 
ation.  The  water  has  no  plumbo  solvent  action. 

One  sample  sent  to  the  public  analyst  from  a  private 
well  was  found  unsatisfactory.  After  this  well  had  been 
improved  another  sample  was  submitted  and  reported  to 
be  satisfactory.  In  many  parts  of  the  district  there  is  no 
public  water  supply,  and  the  provision  of  such  a  supply 
would  be  to  the  public  advantage. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  Are  in  a  clean  state.  No  pollution 
has  been  found  or  dealt  with. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  There  is  a  system  of  sewers 
and  a  pumping  station  at  Bemerton.  The  sewage  is  dealt 
with  by  broad  irrigation  on  a  sewage  farm. 

At  Barford  St.  Martin  there  is  a  length  of  sewer  along 
the  main  road  The  sewage  flows  by  gravitation  on  to 
broad  irrigation  land.  The  greater  part  of  the  district  is 
without  any  drainage  or  sewerage. 

Closet  Accommodation.  Approximate  numbers  of  privies, 
800  ;  pail  closets,  550  ;  water  closets,  720. 

During  the  year  25  privies  were  converted  to  pail  closets. 

When  repairs  are  required  to  privies,  the  general  policy 
is  to  get  them  converted  to  pail  closets.  No  approval  is 
granted  for  the  construction  of  new  privies,  and  where 
there  is  a  sewer  within  reasonable  distance,  water  closets 
are  required. 

Scavenging ,  There  is  a  weekly  collection  of  house 
refuse  in  Bemerton,  a  great  par  t  of  which  parish  is 
urban  in  character.  The  work  has  been  efficiently  carried 
out  by  the  contractor.  During  the  year  a  weekly  collection 
in  the  hamlet  of  Quidhampton,  part  of  the  parish  of 
Bemerton,  has  been  made.  This  has  not  been  done  in 
previous  years.  The  contractor  has  done  his  work 
efficiently.  The  refuse  is  dumped  in  an  old  chalk  pit,  an 
unsatisfactory  mothod  of  disposal,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped 
will  soon  be  replaced  by  some  more  modern  method. 
Quidhampton  has  been  supplied  with  sanitary  ashbins. 

The  remainder  of  the  district  is  rural  in  character,  the 
houses  generally  have  fair  sized  gardens  in  which  the 
refuse  is  disposed  of. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area . 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  ...  170 

Number  of  houses  inspected  and  found  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number,  exclusive  of  above,  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  17 

Number  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  notices  served  requiring  repairs  ...  17 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices — by  owners  ...  ...  17 

No  closing  orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  12 
Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  10 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  has  been  taken  or  required  for  the  abate- 
of  nuisance  from  smoke. 

Premises  and  occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye¬ 
laws  or  regulations. 

There  are  none  in  the  district.  There  is  no  need  for 
regulations  in  respect  of  underground  sleeping  rooms. 

Other  Sanitary  Conditions  requiring  notice. 

There  are  none. 

- Schools . 

The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  Schools 
has  been  satisfactory.  Closure  of  schools  for  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  the  spread  of  disease  is  arranged  by  the  County 
Authority. 

Housing. 

(1)  General  housing  conditions  in  the  area. 

(1)  General  housing  conditions  are  not  satisfactory. 
There  is  a  general  need  for  more  houses  throughout 
the  district,  and  many  of  those  in  use  are  uncomfortable 
and  inconvenient. 
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(2)  (a)  Extent  of  shortage  or  excess  of  houses. —This 
was  greatest  in  Bemerton,  but  is  being  remedied 
there.  There  is,  however,  a  need  for  a  few  more 
new  houses  in  all  the  parts  of  the  district. 

(b)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  meet  any 
shortage. —  In  Bemerton  50  houses  have  recently 
been  erected  by  the  District  Council,  and  a  further 
50  have  been,  or  are  being,  completed  by  private 
enterprise  under  the  Housing  £75  Subsidy  Scheme, 
Under  the  same  Scheme  a  few  houses  are  being 
erected  in  other  parts  of  the  district  by  private 
enterprise.  In  many  cases  the  distance  from  a 
railway  station  increases  the  cost  of  building  to  an 
extent  which  prevents  building  of  houses  which 
could  be  let  at  rents  possible  to  agricultural 
workers. 

(11)  Overcrowding. 

(1)  Extent.  Not  known. 

(2)  Causes.  Want  of  houses. 

(3)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  for  dealing 
with  overcrowding. 

(4)  Principal  cases  of  overcrowding  during  the  year 
1925,  and  action  taken. 

There  were  two  cases  in  each  of  which  there  were 
three  families  in  one  house.  Notices  were  served,  with 
the  result  that  in  each  case  one  family  was  removed. 
(hi)  Fitness  of  houses. 

(1)  (a)  General  standard  of  housing  in  the  area  is 
good  in  Bemerton  ;  in  the  rest  of  the  area  it  is  not 
good,  though  there  are  many  good  houses  for 
working  class  people  in  the  district. 

(b)  General  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist 
in  unfit  houses  -  are  those  resulting  from  the  age 
of  the  buildings,  insufficient  height  of  rooms  and 
doorways,  and  smallness  of  windows. 

(c)  How  far  defects  are  due  to  the  lack  of  proper 
management  and  supervision  by  owners,  or  to  acts 
of  waste  or  neglect  by  tenants.  No  general 
neglect  has  been  found  on  either  part. 
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(2)  General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses 
under  (a)  The  Public  Health  Acts.  Where  houses 
can  be  efficiently  and  economically  repaired  the 
work  has  been  undertaken. 

(b)  The  Housing  Acts.  No  action  has  been  taken 
as  regards  quite  unfit  houses,  except  that  three 
houses  which  were  totally  unfit  were  voluntarily 
closed  by  the  owners.  There  are  many  cottages  in 
the  rural  parts  of  the  district  which  are  of  a  very 
low  standard.  As  there  is  no  alternative  accom¬ 
modation  available,  no  action  has  been  taken  with 
regard  to  them. 

(3)  The  difficulties  found  in  remedying  unfitness  are 
financial. 

(4)  Contitions  as  regards  water  supply,  closet  accom¬ 
modation,  and  refuse  disposal  have  not  affected  housing, 

(iv)  Unhealthy  areas. 

No  complaints  have  been  received,  no  representations 
have  been  made,  nor  has  any  action  been  taken  with 
regard  to  unhealthy  areas, 

(v)  Byelaws  relating  to  houses ,  to  houses  let  as  lodgings , 
and  to  tents ,  vans ,  sheds ,  &c. 

There  are  none,  nor  are  any  required 

(vi)  General  and  Miscellaneous. 

Subsidies  have  been  provided  for  80  houses  completed 
or  being  erected. 

Housing  statistics  for  the  year  1 925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year— 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b)  )  ...  ...  ...  •••37 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(I)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  o 

(II)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  37 

1.  Unfit  dwelling-houses. 

Inspection.  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  170 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  in¬ 

spected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspec¬ 
tion  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  37 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  6 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  17 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  23 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs...  17 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ..  17 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ..  ...  o 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  ..  ...  ...  o 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 

be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  (a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  10 

(h)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  o 
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C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  n,  14,  and  15  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 

view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  o 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  o 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  o 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  o 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Generally  the  wholesomeness  of  the  milk  produced 
within  the  area  is  satisfactory ;  no  complaints  have  been 
received.  In  some  parts  of  the  district  fresh  milk  is 
not  easily  procurable  as  a  large  amount  of  the  milk 
produced  in  the  district  is  sent  under  contract  to  London, 
or  to  a  Milk  Factory  in  Salisbury. 

( I )  Action  taken  as  to  tuberculous  milk  and  tuberculous 

cattle.  No  notifications  have  been  received. 

# 

(II)  No  licences  have  been  granted  for  the  sale  of  milk 
under  special  designations,  classified  as  in  the  Fourth 
Schedule  to  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order, 
1923  ;  nor  have  any  types  of  apparatus  been  licensed  for 
the  pasteurisation  of  milk. 

(ill)  There  has  been  no  refusal  nor  revocation  of  regis¬ 
tration  of  any  retailer,  nor  of  any  licence  for  graded 
milk. 

(iv)  No  bacteriological  examination  has  been  made  of 
of  any  sample  of  graded  or  other  milk 
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( b )  Meatl 

( i )  Meat  Inspection.  This  work  has  been  taken  in  hand 
during  the  year,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  District 
having  taken  a  course  of  instruction  in  this  subject,  and 
successfully  passed  his  examination  for  the  certificate. 
All  the  carcases  of  animals  slaughtered  in  emergency, 
and  practically  all  occasional  animals  slaughtered  for 
sale  by  butchers  and  cottagers  have  been  inspected. 
Generally  the  carcases  of  animals  slaughtered  under 
ordinary  conditions  were  sound. 

The  total  quantity  of  meat,  fresh  and  preserved, 
which  was  found  on  inspection  to  be  unfit  for  human 
food  during  the  year  was  1910  lb. 

Notice  of  intended  slaughter  is  given  to  the  Meat 
Inspector  to  enable  him  to  inspect  and  mark  meat  at 
the  time  of  slaughter. 

Condemned  meat  is  usually  disposed  of  privately  for 
conversion  into  poultry  food. 

(11)  The  administration  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924,  as  regards  stalls,  shops,  stores  and 
vehicles,  has  been  satisfactory. 

(m)  There  is  no  public  slaughter  house. 


ivate  slaughter  houses  I 

In 

In  Jan., 

In  Dec., 

in  use  in  the  area.  / 

1920 

1925 

1925 

Registered 

0 

0 

0 

Licensed 

0 

0 

.  3 

T otal  ...  ... 

0 

0 
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There  are  three  or  four  other  private  slaughter  houses 
in  the  district  where  alterations  and  repairs  are  now 
being  carried  out.  When  these  have  been  satisfactorily 
completed  the  premises  will  be  licensed. 

(c)  Other  Foods. 

No  unsound  food  has  been  found  during  the  year ;  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  bakehouses  and  other  premises 
where  foods  are  manufactured,  prepared,  stored,  or  exposed 
for  sale  has  been  satisfactory. 

(d)  No  case  of  food  poisoning  has  occurred  in  the  area. 


Prevalence  and  control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 
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*  This  case  was  found  to  be  Tubercular  Meningitis. 
£  Died  outside  district  so  not  notified  here. 
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Infectious  Diseases  generally.  Prevalence  since  1920. 

In  1920  there  was  no  particular  epidemic  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease  in  the  district.  The  chief  point  of  note 
was  the  occurrence  of  six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  one  family 
following  about  a  week  to  a  fortnight  after  the  return  of  two 
other  members  of  the  same  family  from  the  Isolation 
Hospital  where  they  had  been  treated  for  Scarlet  Fever. 
In  that  year  a  child  was  discovered  to  be  a  carrier  of  the 
Diphtheria  bacillus  in  the  nasal  discharges.  She  was  sent 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  various  methods  were  tried 
to  eradicate  the  bacillus  in  vain.  In  1921  it  was  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  organism  was  not  virulent,  and  since 
then  the  child  has  been  at  home  and  leading  a  normal 
life.  Up  to  the  present  no  case  of  Diptheria  has  been 
notified  from  that  village.  In  1921  there  was  no  particular 
epidemic.  The  chief  point  of  interest  being  the  occurrence 
of  three  cases  of  Dysentery  in  one  house.  The  house  was 
one  of  two  which  are  far  removed  from  any  other  dwelling- 
house.  Examination  of  the  drinking  water  and  of  the 
faeces  of  the  patients  was  negative;  but  the  blood  was 
reported  to  agglutinate  Flexner’s  bacillus  1  in  50.  In 

1922  there  was  very  little  infectious  disease  notified.  In 

1923  there  was  little  infectious  disease  notified.  At  the 
beginning  of  that  year  there  was  an  epidemic  of  measles 
and  Chicken  Pox  in  the  Bemerton  district,  and  during  the 
year  there  was  a  case  of  Anthrax  occurring  in  a  man  who 
had  been  shearing  sheep.  He  was  treated  in  Salisbury 
Infirmary  by  operation  and  with  serum  and  recovered. 
There  was  an  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  at  Barford  St. 
Martin  in  the  summer.  One  case  of  Paratyphoid  was 
notified,  but  the  disease  was  contracted  outside  the  district. 
No  more  cases  followed.  In  192^  there  were  several 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  from  the  Chalke  Valley, 
though  hardly  amounting  to  an  epidemic.  Two  cases  of 
Encephalitis  Lethargica  from  different  villages  were 
notified.  No  other  case  has  been  notified  since  from 
either  village,  although  one  case  was  found  to  be  sharing 
a  bed  with  another  child.  In  March  three  schools  were 
closed  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  some 
weeks  for  epidemics  of  Influenza.  In  April  there  were 
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six  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  noted  as  absent  from  school  at 
Barford  St.  Martin.  In  May  Chicken  Pox  was  prevalent 
in  Netherhampton  and  Quidhampton,  and  Whooping 
Cough  in  an  outlying  part  of  Bernerton.  Bishopstone 
school  was  closed  in  June  for  Measles.  In  October  two 
cases  were  found  attending  Ebbesbourne  Wake  school 
suffering  from  mild  Scarlet  Fever.  They  were  sent  home 
and  isolated.  A  few  other  cases  were  notified  from  that 
part  of  the  district  at  about  the  same  time,  and  several 
have  been  notified  since  from  neighbouring  villages. 

In  1925  there  were  several  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
chiefly  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  in  the  Chalke 
Valley.  One  case  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  was 
notified  and  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  where 
death  occurred.  After  death  examination  of  the  body 
proved  that  the  case  was  really  one  of  Tubercular  Menin¬ 
gitis.  One  patient  who  had  been  a  contact  with  a  case  of 
Diphtheria  outside  the  district  was  found  on  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  to  be  infected,  and  was  sent  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  accordingly.  The  only  other  case  that 
has  since  been  notified  from  that  village  was  promptly  sent 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  but  was  found  bacteriologically 
to  be  negative. 

In  February  Bower  Chalke  school  was  closed  for 
Influenza,  Compton  Chamberlayne  school  was  closed  for 
Measles  for  the  month  of  October,  and  Burcombe  school 
for  Whooping  Cough  from  the  middle  of  November  until 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  latter  was  a  severe  epidemic, 
and  arose  from  a  family  developing  the  disease  a  few  days 
after  coming  into  the  village  from  another  district. 
During  the  later  months  of  the  year  there  were  several 
cases  of  jaundice,  apparently  infectious,  in  various  parts 
of  the  district.  Some  cases  were  seriously  ill,  but  no 
deaths  occurred. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  now 
made  at  Salisbury  Infirmary  Pathological  Department 
under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council,  and 
paid  for  by  that  body.  In  most  cases  of  suspected  Diph¬ 
theria  swabs  are  taken  for  examination,  unless  the  case  is 
obvious,  when  it  is  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  forth¬ 
with. 
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Whenever  possible  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet 
Fever  are  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  bedding  is 
sent  for  disinfection  at  the  same  time  and  the  house  is 
disinfected  as  soon  as  possible.  Carrier  cases  are  sent  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital. 

No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests,  or 
of  artificial  methods  of  immunization  against  these 
diseases. 

No  vaccinations  have  been  performed  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Small  Pox 
Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

During  the  year  1925  five  deaths  occurred  from 
Influenza.  No  special  inquiry  was  undertaken  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  epidemic,  nor  was  any  special  action 
required  in  the  area  in  regard  to  it. 

Verminous  persons  can  be  cleansed  and  disinfected  at 
the  Poor  Law  Institution.  Premises  and  belongings  are 
disinfected  and  thoroughly  cleansed. 

Premises  exposed  to  infection  are  disinfected  with 
formaldehyde  vapour,  clothes  and  bedding  by  steam  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 


There  were  no  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths. 


Public  Health  ( Prevention  of  Tuberculosis )  Regulations,! 925. 

One  case  was  brought  to  my  notice  of  a  man  who  was 
employed  in  milking  who  had  been  notified  as  Tubercular. 
Inquiry  showed  that  the  man  had  been  operated  upon  at 
Salisbury  Infirmary,  that  the  condition  had  been  found 
not  to  be  tubercular,  and  that  the  wound  was  soundly 
healed.  As  no  signs  of  Tuberculosis  could  be  found, 
nothing  was  required  to  be  done. 

No  other  case  has  occurred  in  the  district. 


Public  Health  Act ,  1925 ,  Section  62. 

No  action  has  been  required  under  this  section  in  1925. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

(3)  There  was  one  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  notified 
during  the  year  which  made  a  good  recovery.  No  cases 
of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  or  Poliomyelitis  were 
notified.  There  was  no  particular  infectious  disease 
noted  among  parturient  women,  nor  were  any  methods 
required  for  diminishing  mortality  and  permanent  injury 
to  health  among  them. 

Although  there  have  been  a  good  many  cases  of 
Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  in  the  district,  no  deaths 
have  occurred  from  these  diseases,  or  from  epidemic 
Diarrhoea  Endeavour  is  made  to  keep  cases  of  these 
diseases  isolated,  but  owing  to  the  absence  of  Hospital 
accommodation  this  is  seldom  possible. 


Inspection  of  Factories 
Premises. 

Factories  (including! 
Factory  Laundries)  J 

Workshops  (including  i 
Workshop  Laundries)  J 

Workplaces  (other  than  j 
Outworkers’  Premises  J 


Workshops ,  and  Workplaces. 


Inspections 

Written 

Occupiers 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

20 

2 

O 

38 

8 

O 

None  in  the  district. 


Total 


58 


10 


o 


Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workpl 


Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises ,  Section  108.  None  in  the  district. 
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